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Under the coordina-
tion of Professor
María José Canel,
the central Dossier of
this edition of TELOS

analyses the current trends, challenges and problems in polit-
ical communication research. Among other articles, of note is
the one by Javier del Rey on the challenges of the internet in
political communication, questioning the social and intellectu-
al environment that should be promoted by the internet in
today's society. In his article, Víctor Sampedro tackles the
ambivalent effects of new information and communication
technologies (ICTs) on political communication, highlighting
the fracturing of the common public sphere, the international-
isation of content and audiences and the techno-political
empowerment of citizens. Maarek describes the international
evolution of research into political communication and Pere-
Oriol Costa describes the route taken by Spanish academics,
noting some ideas that go beyond the "voluntarism" that has
developed to date, driving research in political communication.
The article by Bouza provides a methodological approach to
research into political communication. And, to finish, John B.
Thompson provides an interesting introduction to the perils of
"mediated visibility" that has transformed relations between
visibility and power. Outside the Dossier, we can also find an
article by Manuel Castells on relations between communica-
tion and power in online society and an article by Richeri on
the new challenges of communication research.  
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In this edition of the French journal
Réseaux we find a monograph dedicated
to the new forms of politics related to new
information and communication tech-
nologies (ICTs), especially the internet,
and the challenges arising with a new
kind of participatory or deliberative
democracy. The monograph starts with a
bibliographical review of studies on polit-
ical discussion online, noting the need to research further into
the reasons that lead citizens to take part in online discus-
sions. Based on a specific case, Benvegnu and Brugidou
analyse the resources that facilitate the transformation of a
series of individual discourses into public political proposals
that can be considered collectively acceptable. The article by
Mathieu Chaput proposes an alternative theory to the
Habermas model of participation that serves to analyse the
characteristics of online discussions, the model of critical dis-
cussion produced by the pragmatic-dialectic theory. The arti-
cles by Desquinabo and Kies analyse, from different perspec-
tives, the discussion forums of political parties, such as the
French Jeunes populaires and Désirs d’avenir, the latter by
socialist Ségolène Royal, or the forum of a small Italian politi-
cal party, Radicali Italiani. Finally, Patrice Flichy invites us to
reflect on the relationship between democracy and internet
and the need for media literacy in traditional political parties. 
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The seventh edi-
tion of the Eu-

ropean Journal of

ePractice, a journal financed by the European Commission,
takes advantage of the elections for the European Parliament in
June 2009 to tackle the new forms of political participation
encouraged by new technologies and outlines, throughout eight
articles, the state of democracy and participation in the
European continent. Among the different articles that go to
make up this monograph, we can highlight the one by Smith
and Dalakouridov, where the authors provide a historical and
theoretical review of the challenges and benefits of e-participa-
tion. Continuing along these descriptive lines, Panopoulou,
Tambouris and Tarabanis analyse the progress and current
trends of e-participation in Europe, concluding that most acti-
vities have focused on areas such as providing information,
deliberation and consultation. We can also find an evaluation
of projects on e-participation in the article by Aichholzer and
Hilmar, and an analysis of specific cases, such as e-consulta-
tion, in an article by Tomkova that questions whether e-consul-
tation, rather than being an e-participation practice used to
improve civic commitment in drawing up public policy, is not
more useful as a façade for political correction in a new space.
Other articles analyse e-participatory budgets (“Beyond Theory:
e-Participatory Budgeting and its Promises for eParticipation”)
and e-voting, describing the objectives, measures, procedures
and technology used and the results obtained by an e-voting
experience in the Swiss canton of Neuchâtel. 
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Of the journals that have communication
via the internet as one of their main are-
as of interest, the JCMC is one of the
oldest. Since 1995, promoted by the
International Communication Associa-
tion, we can find some reviews of rese-
arch on the role of the internet in political
and electoral campaigns. In the last edi-
tion of January 2009 two articles
actually stand out concerning this theme. On the one hand,
Sonja Utz presents us with a study of the role of the main social
network on the internet in Holland (Hyves) in the last election
campaign. By means of observation and a basic statistical tre-
atment of interactivity between users and political candidates
within the "virtual world", the author arrives at an interesting
preliminary conclusion: based on online interaction, voters with
a priori different points of view can end up rating certain can-
didates highly. On the other hand, in the same journal we can
find a collective article by Marko M. Skoric, Deborah Ying and
Ying Ng that questions the relationship between citizens' levels
of political participation and their online social capital. By carr-
ying out telephone surveys, they suppose that the more people
use the internet, the more they will tend to participate in poli-
tics. Although the findings are not definitive, they conclude that
the trend does not refute the hypothesis and that, in any case,
it can be said that political participation via the internet is a
growing form of sociability.
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Since 1983 SAGE, as part of its ran-
ge of journals on the media and new
technology, has offered this journal
with a clear interdisciplinary appro-
ach. Although initially it focused on
the world of computation, since the
appearance of the internet this has
been one of its most relevant themes.
In the last edition of autumn 2008,
we can find two articles directly rela-

ted to aspects of electoral political communication on the inter-
net. Firstly, we have an enterprising article by Kevin A. Pirch
that places us in the setting of the primary elections for the
Democrat candidature to the US Senate for the state of
Connecticut. In this work, the aim is to show the potential for
success of a network of blogs, where opinions were given con-
cerning an unknown hopeful, who at first started off with few
possibilities compared with another candidate with a recogni-
sed track record. In the same edition of the journal, of particu-
lar note is the article by Vassia Gueorguieva on the impact of
online social networks such as MySpace and YouTube in the
full electoral year that was 2006 in the US. According to the
author, in this period there was an accelerated increase in
internet use by all candidates but especially those representing
the Democrat party, which meant that, shortly afterwards,
Republican candidates also gave in to these new practices.
The author attempts to argue that there is a gradual displace-
ment of the strategic centrality of electoral campaigns to the
world of online social networks.
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This edition of the Journal of Elections,

Public Opinion and Parties is particu-
larly interesting because it is a mono-
graph focusing on the dimension known
as Internet polling, i.e. surveys of elec-
tion behaviour online. This edition is a
summary compendium of the results ari-
sing from a prior symposium held in
Essex (England) on this area. It contains
general considerations on the potential
of online surveys which, well optimised, would overtake tradi-
tional face to face and telephone surveys in terms of quantity,
costs, speed and even possibilities for experimentation. Within
this corollary of experiences, of note are the methodological
contributions such as that by Vavreck and Rivers, who explain
the improvements that online surveys are meant to bring com-
pared with some characteristics of more conventional polling;
as well as the article by Atkeson and Tafoya, which shows how
a combination of polls via ordinary post and online can have
certain advantages in guaranteeing representative results in
general, although online respondents had features of higher
social status. Also of interest is the article by Gibson and
McAllister, who discuss the epistemological deficiencies of on-
line surveys carried out during the Australian general elections.
In general, this edition allows us to examine a highly specific
area of research and its most recent lines of investigation.
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